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Agricultural Extension in Yemen

(Extension - Training - Information and Communication)

by:
Dr. Ismail A. Moharram Mr. Khalil M. Alshar jabi

Summary

The agricultural extension in Yemen was established during late
60s and early 70s by the Yemeni government with assistance from
United Nations Organizations and other donor governments . Hence, it
1s a relatively recent service which still under structuring to reach its

final shape. This is not only in terms of organizational setup, but also
working mechanism, approach and resources.

The number of extension personnel directly involved in field
extension activities totals about 1200 in 1994. Out of which about
300 Subject Matter Specialists (SMSs), 146 female extensionists and
about 600 field extension agents. They are distributed between 40
Agricultural Blocks and 270 Agricultural Extension Centers

throughout the country.

Agricultural extension covers only 258,000 rural families
(9.5%) of the population (1.5 millions - ' C. P. O. , 1995 ") and about
500,000 ha. or 30% of the total annually cultivated land.
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There are some discrepencies among the various extension
departments in the regions in terms of human and material resources.
This, in turn, creates a tangible variation in the quantity and quality of

the extension activities and outputs.

One of the major problems that inflicts the extension service and
affects its performance and effectiveness, is the low educational level
of quite large proportion of the extension personnel. This problem
has led to the creation of more than 10 Agricultural Training Centers
(ATCs) at national, and regional levels. Additionally, about 11
Agricultural Education Instiiutions (AEIls) were established since
1972. Out of these, 2 colleges, 3 Secondary Agricultural Schools,
and several Higher Diploma Institutes i.e. 2-3 years of schooling after

Secondary Ec_iucation.

ATCs, has got a limitted capacity to accommodate about 1000
trainees at one time in terms of classes and halls spaces, whereas only
280 for lodging. Nevertheless, it worths mention that Ja'ar ATC has
conducted 200 training courses and graduated about 5000 trainees
since its establishment in 1970. Similarly, the National Agricultural
Training Center (NATC) has conducted 27 training courses and
graduated about 800 trainees between 1989 and 1995.

Unlike extension and Training, the Agricultural Information and
Communication (AIC) activities, started carlier in the 1930s and 1940s
through the earliest primitive media service particularly newspapers
and radio at later stage. With the foundation of Aden and Sana'a TV
stations in 1965 and 1975 respectively, sporadic broadcast of

agricultural information has also started.

140



However, the creation of AIC units and divisions within the
various agricultural and rural development projects and authorities
begins at later stage. Establishment and expansion of AIC units
and divisions occured mainly in the 1970 s and 1980 s along
with the formation and proliferation of the Agricultural services

and institutions.

A1 C human and material resources has rapidly but not
systematically grown in the various projects and authorities. There
were and estimated of 67 AIC staff in about 15 agricultural agencies
only. In terms of material resources, there are about 4 complete and
well - equipped film production units within the agricultural sector.
Moreover, many AIC units possess offset printing facilities, photo

labs, AV vans and indifinit number of AV equipments.

The different AIC units at national and regional level were able
to carry out numerous activities and produce many media materials
and programms. For instance, some 14 agricultural magazines and
journals were issued under different names by different agencies .
Some of these still regularly produced, while others occasionally and

hardly appear .

This study, with its four chapters provides a considerable
amount of historical, staustical, and descriptive information and
review discussions on major topics relating to Yemeni Agriculture,

Extenson, Training and finally Information and Communication.

The first and introductory chapter is devoted to topics like, the
land, population, and the importance of extension under the Yemeni

situation. The other three chapters are devoted to the three main sub-
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jects, namely; Extension, Training and AIC. Each chapter is divided
into a set of headings and subheadings pertaining to each of the three

main subjects. The principal headings are:

- Foundation and Development,

- Human and maternal resources,
- Achievements,

- Linkages and coordination,

- Characteristics of the past work,
- Difficulties and obstacles, and

- Concepts and suggestions for future action.
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