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Forward

The Extension and Training Component of the Agricultural Sector
Management Support project (ASMSP/ETC) provides technical assistance,
financed by the Government of The Netherlands to the Agricultural Research
and Extension Authority.

The aim of the assistance is to support (AREA) management in
aspects of planning, development of policies and strategies, monitoring and
evaluation and other technical -support in the field extension, in order to
improve AREA’s overall capacity and especially- in supporting national
extension agencies. When extension agencies have better understanding of
farmers and their problems and when they provide better services to farmers,
production(crops and animals)will improve, as well farmer’s income and the
management of available resources.

Three Pilot Areas were selected to improve Research and Extension
linkages and to closely plan and monitor extension activities. Central
Highlands was one of these pilot areas.

The objectives of activities in the selected areas are to concentrate
efforts of Research and Extension Organizations in implementing improved
concepts of R&E linkages which will enable both types of organizations to
understand better the surrounding agriculture environment which will help
in formulating realistic R&E programs which reflect farmers problems in
different farming situations.

The R&E activities will never be successful unless they depend on a
solid base of information on the status of agriculture in which both
organizations are functioning.

In this respect it can be said that the this Compendium can be considered one
component of this solid base.

The agriculture compendium contains a significant number of
information which was collected, analyzed and discussed with researchers,
SMSs and farmers . This information needs to be revised periodically in
order to be updated to suit the developments and reflects the new results and
experiences gained. This task will be on the priority list of R&E staff in
Central highlands.

May God help all of us to what is best for every body.

Dr. Ismail Muharram.

ADG / AREA.



Preface

I'his Agricultural Compendium has been elaborated in order to meet
the urgent needs for compiling and integiating research results, farmers
innovations as well as extension experiences related to crop ‘and animal
production in the area. The Compendium can be considered as a first attempt
to create database on farming in Central Ilighlands.

Two similar Agricultural Compendia will be published: one on the
Wadi Hadramout Region, and the other on the Tihama. Elaboration of the
compendia has been part and parcel of the Dutch funded Extension and
Training  Component,  of  the  Agriculture Sector  Support
Project(ASMSP/ETC). Tihama, the Central Highlands. and Wadi Hadramout
regions are three pilot areas of the ASMSP/ETC project.

The ASMSP/ETC project attempts. among other things. to strengthen
research extension-farmer linkages as well as to improve extension services
to farmers, in this context, it was felt of utmost importance that existing
information on backgrounds and practices in agriculture would be made
publicly available.

The resulting Agricultural Compendium series will hopefully serve as
a source of information for various groups of pcople and organizations
working in the field of agriculture, These include both research and extension
staft, academic students, donors and others.

Ideally, the Compendium should be regularly revised and reviewed to
ensure the updating of information either from research results, farmers
innovations. or feed back information from implementation of production
recommendations by farmers and extension staff alike.

The task of updating the compendium should be equally shared
between research and extension staff ; the Communication Specialist in the
Research and Extension Coordination Unit and Extension Agencies should
play a vital role in this process.

The updating of the compendium should be carried out at a time intervals not
less than three to five years.



How the Compendium has been prepared ?

Throughout the preparation of the Compendium, information was
gathered and/or discussed with the main parties involved, including research-
and extension staff as well as farmers.

The preparation of the compendium started with gathering available
information from different sources. This included review of literature,
technical reports followed by consultations with researchers, Subject Matter
Specialists. After this, field visits were made to different locations
representing different farming situations of Central Highlands during which
information on farmers practices, innovations in both crop and livestock
production was gathered.

The first draft of the compendium was presented and discussed
during a joint meeting in which farmers representatives, extension staff,
researchers, as well as representatives from the Agriculture Office in Central
Highlands. Joint teams made up of different parties were constituted as
working groups to verify information provided in the ditferent chapters of the
compendium. ‘

Suggestions made by the participants were carefully examined and
integrated in the final draft. The final draft was handed over to the
Agricultural Information and Communication Department in the Extension
and Training Sector in AREA for final editing and printing.

Structure of the Compendium.

The Agricultural Compendium of Central Highlands is divided into
three chapters. _

Chapter One presents a general overview of Central Highlands in
which information on topography, climate, land, water resources, and
Agricultural characteristics were briefly described. Special attention is given
to farming systems p “vailing in the area. Issues pertaining to the role of

women in agriculttr , Development in Central Highlands.. etc., ‘are also
highlighted

Chapters Two describes various aspects of crop production in
Central Highlands. The most important field crops and horticultural crops are
described in details, including: seed selection, optimal seasons, varieties and



land races of each crop, cultural practices including land preparation,
methods and depth of sowing, picking, storage and marketing.

Chapters Three describes animal production in Central Highlands

from different perspectives. Issues related to the importance of animal
production in the region. types of animals and their economic importance in
different farming systems, status of animal production and constraints
affecting the increase of production were highlighted. Means for increasing
production are dealt with in details and include animal nutrition, animal
management and control of internal and external diseases.
Finally it must be noted that this Compendium was impossible to accomplish
without the help, encouragement and sincere comments provided by many
colleagues in the area. To them and to all who contributed in a way or
another, directly or indirectly my sincere gratitude and thanks.

Dr. Abdul Wahed O. Mukred
Consultant, ETC/ ASMSP
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